
From: Dr. Lawrence P. Reynolds <Larry-Reynolds@ndsu.nodak.edu> 
To: <feedback@publiclibraryofscience.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2001 1:42 PM 
Subject: PLS boycott and related issues 

> An open letter to the inembers of the PLS Advocacy Group: 

> Concerning your "response to Science magazine's statement regarding [the 
> boycott of scientific piiblishers] initiative" 
> ~~~-~~~.publiclibraryof science. org/plosScience. htm) : 

> I find your statements that you are interested only in free and 
> unrestricted access to the scientific literature comiiendable. T 
> disagree strongly, however, with your proposed m e a n s  of accornplishirig 
> this goal. 

> I find your attempt to impose your views on the rest of the scientific 
> cornunity via a boycott to be the height of absurdity arid pomnposiYy. Do 
> you really think that an organization consisting of 12 members should 
> determine the future paradigm for scientific publishing? &re you so 
> enamored with your own views as to think you can do a better job of 
> determining how to provide access to the scientific literature than t.he 
> more 250 journals, each with their own publications committee, housed by 
> a site such as Stanford's High'Wire Press 
> ( h t tD : I' hiqhwire . s tan f ord . edu/ ) ? 
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Do you r e a l l y  expect PubMed Central  t o  develop and provide a l l  of t he  
searching,  i n t e r e s t  p r o f i l i n y ,  l i nk ing ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  a s i te  such as 
Highldire Press provides? Who w i l l  pay f o r  t h i s  e f f o r t ?  It. c e r t a i n l y  
will not be f r e e .  I f  you na ive ly  think so,  o r  expect t he  rest of t he  
s c i e n t i f i c  community t o  th ink  so, go t o  HighWire's web s i t s  arid t ake  a 
look a t  t h e  number of people it takes  t o  maintain such a s i t e !  

Do you r e a l l y  be l i eve  t h i s  is a l eg i t ima te  use of NCBI arid NLM fmids 
when si tes such a s  HigliWire's a l r eady  e x i s t ?  Do you expect PubMed 
Central t o  compete with HighVJire, who a l r eady  is one of t he  w o r l d ' s  
l eade r s  i n  on-l ine publ ishing as well as f u t u r e  developments i n  
e l e c t r o n i c  publ ishing? I f  n o t ,  why a r e  you riot proposing t o  col lc iborate  
with HighWire Press and o the r  such s i tes?  

For example, HighWire Press, i n  co l l abora t ion  with Sun Microsystems arid 
the  National Science Foundation, i s  developing a system t o  anchive 
e l e c t r o n i c  pub l i ca t ions .  This l ibrary-based system, termed LOCKSS (Lots 
of Copies Keep Stuff  Safe;  httu://lockss.stanford.edu:), w i l l  be t he  
premiere e l e c t r o n i c  archiving system i n  t h e  world. Do you expect PiibMed 
Cen t ra l ,  t h e  NCBI ,  o r  t h e  NLM t o  d u p l i c a t e  an e f f o r t  such a s  t h i s ?  

Wouldn't i t  be more product ive,  and more f i s c a l l y  r e spons ib l e ,  t o  
co l l abora t e  with si tes such as HighWire t o  ensure "seamless" access  t o  
on-l ine content  a l r eady  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e i r  s i t e .  O r  does you agenda go 
beyond free and u n r e s t r i c t e d  access  t o  the  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e ?  Are 
you int imidated by a no t  f o r  p r o f i t  s i t e  such a s  HighWire Press, which 
i s  c u r r e n t l y  publ ishing more t h a t  250 j ou rna l s  on-1 ine,  when Pubpled 
Central  c u r r e n t l y  pub1 i shes  only e i g h t ?  

A s  c h a i r  of t h e  Publ icat ions Cormnittee f o r  t he  Societ,y f o r  t h e  Study of 
Reproduction (pub l i she r s  of Biology of Reproduction) , I f ind  your 
boycott  a c l e a r  attempt t o  ram your views down my t ,hroat.  As a 
s c i e n t i s t ,  I altwys suspect  t h a t  such at tempts  come a t  best from 
individuals  who whose ideas  are not wel l  thought out  or supported by 
d a t a ,  and a t  worst from a se l f - se rv ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  promotirig o n e ' s  o i v m  

views t o  t h e  exclusion of o t h e r s .  Given your rhet.oric and actions, I 
f ind  no reason t o  a l ter  t h i s  suspicion i n  t h i s  ca se .  

Your c l e a r  implicat ion t h a t  no t  f o r  p r o f i t  s c i e n t i f i c  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  
somehow hiding t h e i r  f inances i s  o f fens ive ,  and should be of fens ive  t o  
the  many, l i k e  m e ,  who volunteer  t .heir  time t o  ensure the  continued 
success of t h e i r  s o c i e t i e s .  I ,  f o r  one, w i l l  continue t o  f i g h t  your 
proposals as  long a s  you continue t o  i n s u l t  t he  ideas ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  and 
i n t e n t i o n s  of those of us  who d i sag ree  with you, arid as long a s  you feel 
compelled t o  r e s o r t  t o  such t a c t i c s  t o  support your own views. 
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